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10:15 AM – 11:45 AM SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 

Español: ¡Explorando la preparación para emergencias juntos! 

¿Tienen un plan familiar de emergencia? ¿Están preparados para apoyar a su familiar con discapacidad?  

Les invitamos a participar y explorar la preparación para emergencias y compartir experiencias. Al mismo 

tiempo, podrán aprender y recibir recursos valiosos adicionales para apoyarles a ustedes, sus familias y 

comunidad  

Nuestro tema es hablar y compartir sobre cómo prepararse en familia para una emergencia y compartir 

recursos. También tendremos una conversación más profunda sobre sí hemos comenzado o no a elaborar 

un plan de emergencia para nuestros familiares con discapacidad del desarrollo.  

Speaker(s):  

Mariela German Hernandez. My name is Mariela German Hernandez and I am Director for Escudo Latino a 

grassroot organization in Springfield, Oregon, Lane County since Sept 2019. I grew up in Lane County and 

obtained an Associate degree in Early Childhood Education. I am a mother of four children, 2yrs, 4yrs, 6yrs, 

10yrs. I worked for 3.5 years supporting Latinx families raising children with developmental disability. I have 

a child with an abnormal heart condition, and children with delayed speech, sensory processing and 

learning disabilities with IEP and IFSP. I am currently on different steering committees in my County 

including United Way of Lane County Family Leadership Council, Springfield Public School Educational 

Equity Advisory Committee (EEAC), I am a promotora with The University of Oregon with Family Check-Up. 

Rosa Belem Ochoa. Rosa is a dedicated and self-motivated mother of three who has become a strong 

advocate for her son and others with disabilities. She founded “Charla entre Padres,” a statewide support 

group for Latino families with members who experience disabilities. Rosa provides bilingual resources and 

tools to the Latino community both locally and statewide. Her extensive involvement includes serving as a 

family member for the Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities (OCDD), participating in the Family 

Caucus (OCDD), and being a Parent Advisor at the Office of Developmental Disabilities Services (ODDS). 

Additionally, Rosa is a Certified SibShop Facilitator, a Strong Start Graduate, a Certified Community Health 

Worker, and a graduate of the Parent Leader program at FACT Oregon, PIP Partners and Policy graduate. In 

her free time, she enjoys trying multicultural cuisines, spending time with her husband, and watching 

suspenseful series on Netflix.  
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Maria Rangel.  Maria is the mother of three children, who constantly teach her through their growth. She is 

passionate about sharing what she has learned and continues to learn every day, with other parents, so they 

can access information and make informed decisions within the various systems that support people with 

disabilities. Her goal is for all individuals who experience a disability to have access to services, supports, 

and opportunities that allow them to achieve a full life. Her journey began when she became the mother of 

her first daughter, who experiences Down syndrome. For more than a decade, she has worked in different 

organizations, primarily supporting the Hispanic/Latino community. She is currently part of the FACT 

Oregon team, where she continues to provide support as a Bilingual Program Specialist. 

Learn about Oregon’s disability savings programs, ABLE and Special Needs Trusts, and 

how they can help people with disabilities save for the future! 

Oregon Treasury staff will explain how the ABLE program works, including how it helps avoid spend-down 

issues and supports financial empowerment. Staff will also cover Special Needs Trusts—what they are, 

differences between private and pooled trusts (including Oregon Special Needs Trust), and how ABLE and 

trusts can work together. Includes time for questions. 

Speaker(s):  

John Valley. John has been with Oregon Treasury since 2014 and previously worked in government affairs 

and as a field representative for U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley.  

Em Braman. Em has supported individuals with developmental disabilities for 20+ years and is Executive 

Director at The Arc Oregon; she frequently presents on Supported Decision Making and alternatives to 

guardianship. 

Empowering Advocacy Journeys: Introducing the Supporting Advocacy Toolkit Project 

Supporting Advocacy Toolkit is a self-advocate-led collection of resources to empower families, case 

management entities, school personnel, and others who support youth/adults with IDD to develop self-

advocacy and public advocacy skills. Toolkit topics include identifying advocacy opportunities, centering 

advocacy in ISP, legislative advocacy, and trauma-informed support. Method: PowerPoint, videos, 

discussion questions. Outcomes: attendees learn about project, how to get involved, and provide 

feedback/ideas. 

Speaker(s):  

Hannah Baker 

Johanne Regunathan 

Money Skills, No Limits 

In this interactive presentation for youth/young adults with disabilities and their families, we will talk about 

why learning to manage your money is important to a self-directed life and introduce key money 

management concepts and strategies.  
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Speaker(s):  

Amy Geoffroy. Amy is the Director of Communications and Impact at FACT Oregon and a lead 

instructor/designer of Money Skills, No Limits. As a parent of a young adult with Down syndrome, she 

focuses on helping young people understand basic money management concepts and tools. 

Creative Expression Through Art 

Hands-on session exploring creativity and self-expression through painting using water, paint, and abstract 

design techniques. Participants experiment with color, movement, and pattern in a supportive 

environment. Guided prompts and open-ended design support independence and choice-making. Desired 

outcome: participants leave empowered and proud, taking home a one-of-a-kind painting. 

Speaker(s):  

Christi Zorrilla Soto. Christi is a bilingual Program Coordinator with CODSN. She holds a BFA and a 

master’s in education and has experience in arts education and nonprofit programs. Passionate about using 

art to create welcoming spaces for people of all abilities. 

Wellness for Every Body 

Youth and people with disabilities often face barriers to staying healthy and active. This 90-minute 

interactive session focuses on practical, inclusive approaches to health, wellness, and fitness for everyday 

life. Participants explore peer support, adaptive movement, and small wellness routines to improve 

physical health, confidence, and well-being. Includes movement-friendly activities and plain-language 

discussion with tools to make healthy choices that work for them. 

Speaker(s):  

Stefany Cunningham. Stefany is a Lead Program Coordinator and Volunteer Coordinator with Central 

Oregon Disability Support Network (CODSN). She studied Human Movement, psychology, and early 

childhood development/education at OSU-Cascades. As a parent and professional, she brings lived 

experience and practical knowledge about health, wellness, and disability. 

Magical Questions: planning for your future with a graphic design 

Interactive session with movement and group interaction. Magical questions help people dive deeper into 

reaching/creating goals and sharing ideas. A graphic design created by an artist will be shared with 

participants via email as an 8x10 copy. 

Speaker(s):  

Erica Drake 

Kelsey Hargrove 

Cindy Cameron 
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Introduction to Collaborative Problem Solving® 

Collaborative Problem Solving® (CPS) is a proven, evidence-based, trauma-informed approach. Training 

shifts mindset about engaging with kids and teaches basic principles of CPS and how it helps kids build 

skills, meet expectations, reduce behavior concerns, and strengthen relationships. Applicable in homes, 

schools, private practice, and other settings. 

Speaker(s):  

Shannon Pugerude. Shannon (she/her), M.Ed. & Certified Collaborative Problem Solving Trainer, has taught 

Special Education birth–Grade 8 for 20 years and has worked alongside many youth/families. Co-founder 

roles include Wyldwoodz Resource Center; Oregon Family Support Network Regional Director; Certified Peer 

Support Specialist/Trainer. Offers training on Trauma Informed Care & resilience; certified trainer for 

Think:Kids© CPS® and Make Parenting a Pleasure.  

Jules Rice. Jules (she/her) is a Think:Kids© CPS® Trainer and Certified Therapeutic Life Story Practitioner, 

trained in FASD and parent coaching, with lived experience raising children with behavior challenges. 

My Autism: Journey + Knowledge  

In my presentation, I shall be sharing my life story as an autistic individual, including challenges and 

obstacles overcome. I cover diagnosis, transition into adulthood, moving out/college, and social media 

advocacy. Optional interactive assignments about media portrayals of autism. 

Speaker(s):  

Gillis Willliams. My name is Gillis “GW” Williams, a 25-year-old autistic self-advocate and social media 

content creator focused on education and inclusiveness in autism/neurodiversity communities. I travel to 

schools/organizations across North America to teach about my life and promote my message. 

Speed Friending: Connecting with Confidence 

Making friends doesn’t have to be hard, especially when it’s fast and fun! This interactive session uses a 

speed friending format where participants rotate through short, guided conversations with peers. With fun 

prompts and questions, you’ll practice starting conversations, sharing about yourself, and discovering 

common interests—all in a safe, supportive environment. 

By the end of the session, attendees will leave with new connections, practical social skills, and confidence 

in forming friendships. Come ready to chat, laugh, and make connections that extend beyond the session! 

Speaker(s):  

Kriss Rita. Kriss is the Region 2 Transition Network Facilitator for Clackamas, Hood River, Wasco, Sherman, 

Gilliam, Marion, Polk, Yamhill and Tillamook counties with over 20 years of experience. This includes 

working as a Learning Specialist and Transition Coordinator for the Centennial School District serving 

students ages 16-21, organizing an international learning support program and teaching at The Green 

School of Bali, and teaching Interagency Collaboration and Person-Centered-Supports to upcoming special 
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educators as an adjunct faculty member at Portland State University. She also holds  a graduate certificate 

in Positive Psychology, a coaching certification, and a Love + Work Leadership certification, all of which fuel 

her passion to support students and teams to flourish. 

Marguerite Blackmore. Marguerite is a Transition Network Facilitator with the High Desert ESD for 

Deschutes, Jefferson, Crook, Lake, and Wheeler counties, brings over 20 years of experience working with 

individuals with all abilities.  Previous roles in her career include Autism Specialist with the High Desert ESD, 

Special Education teacher at the Bend La Pine school district’s Transition Program and Therapeutic 

Recreation Specialists.  Her love in her work includes person/organizational planning, team collaboration, 

graphic recording and supporting students toward their best version of themselves.  

Sarah Statham. Sarah is a Transition Network Facilitator (TNF) in Multnomah, Washington, Columbia & 

Clatsop counties. Her role is to support interagency collaboration between schools and community partners 

to strengthen post school outcomes for youth with disabilities. She holds her MEd in Secondary Special 

Education and taught both 18-21 programming and high school for over 20 years. She was previously the 

Transition Coordinator at the Centennial Transition Center. She is an adjunct faculty member at Portland 

State University teaching Interagency Collaboration and Person-Centered-Supports. Sarah was part of the 

Seamless Transition Pilot Project with the state of Oregon and was awarded the Outstanding Transition 

Teacher of the Year in 2016 by OSTC.  Sarah enjoys camping, reading as well as hiking and snowshoeing with 

her family and dog Sawyer. 

1:15 PM – 2:15 PM SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 

Español: Metas de transición en el IEP: Una hoja de guía para el futuro 

“IEP Transition Goals: A Roadmap to Success” is a family-focused presentation for caregivers of transition-

age students with an IEP. Explains IDEA transition planning, when it begins, why it matters, and how it 

connects to long-term outcomes. Families learn how strong goals reflect 

strengths/needs/preferences/interests, and strategies for meaningful involvement and collaboration. 

Participants are guided in identifying and strengthening SMART transition goals. Goal: equip families to 

partner confidently to develop a transition plan anchored by high-quality goals. 

Speaker(s):  

Maria Rangel. Maria offers support, outreach, and training to families, drawing from lived experience as a 

parent and advocate. She is committed to ensuring families have information in the language/format 

needed to make informed decisions. Parent of a young adult with disabilities; serves on 

committees/councils; 10+ years of family support experience. 

Artificial Intelligence, a Creative Partner That Works With You 

Last year, I gave this presentation at a time when AI already felt exciting and full of possibilities. One year 

later, things have moved fast, and there are even more useful, creative, and surprising things to talk about.  
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Imagine a partner who can help you brainstorm ideas, refine your writing, compose music, design visuals, or 

even create videos, all while adapting to your style, needs, and goals. This presentation is not just about 

using AI. It is about learning how to make it work with you. In this updated 2026 session, we will explore 

practical ways to coach AI, so it gives you better, more useful, and more personal results. 

Speaker(s):  

Michael Boll. Michael is a dedicated advocate for the intellectual and developmental disability (IDD) 

community in Central Oregon. As the father of an active adult son with IDD, he understands firsthand the 

opportunities and challenges that individuals with disabilities and their families face. Michael is the 

Technology Director for SENIA International (Senialnternational.org), a nonprofit organization that supports 

educators through professional learning focused on inclusion. He also serves as Board President of Full 

Access High Desert and is an active committee member with Diversability Village and The Happening Hub. 

His work centers on using technology to increase access, connection, and participation across communities. 

Be prepared during an emergency! 

Emergencies like wildfires, smoke, extreme heat, power outages, and winter storms can affect daily routines 

and supports. This session shares simple, practical ways to be prepared before, during, and after an 

emergency. Calm, supportive, plain-language presentation with clear examples; attendees leave with an 

emergency kit and simple tools they can use right away. 

Speaker(s):  

Stephanie Sullivan. Stephanie is a parent, advocate, and Program Coordinator with CODSN serving 

Klamath County. Her work is shaped by lived experience raising children with disabilities and supporting 

families through everyday challenges. 

Understanding the Brain and Behavior 

In this session we will understand behavior, co-regulation during escalated moments, and explore 

interventions for behavioral difficulties. Participants learn the hand-brain model, co-regulation, de-

escalation strategies (e.g., going visual, scripts), and apply strategies via discussion/scenarios. 

Speaker(s):  

Erin Taylor. Erin has 18+ years in special education across multiple roles. She is a Nationally Certified 

School Psychologist and a Culture of Care Coach with High Desert ESD supporting trauma sensitivity, equity, 

relationship-focused practices, restorative justice, and inclusivity. 

Supported Decision Making: Putting the Pieces Together 

In this workshop-style session, we break down components of a Supported Decision-Making (SDM) 

Agreement. Participants explore strategies/supports that work for them or someone they support, with 1:1 

help from presenters. Examples and templates are provided; participants leave with a drafted SDM 

agreement structure they can finalize later. 
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Speaker(s):  

Em Braman. Em has supported individuals with developmental disabilities for 20+ years and is Executive 

Director at The Arc Oregon; she frequently presents on SDM and alternatives to guardianship.  

Felicity Woods. Felicity is a self-advocate in Central Oregon, serves on CODSN and The Arc Oregon boards, 

and shares lived experience and advocacy tools. 

Social Security Administration (SSA) Disability Process 

Navigating the Social Security Administration (SSA) disability process can be overwhelmingly difficult and 

time-consuming. Attorney exclusively representing SSA disability applicants for 18+ years, presenting 

pre/during/post application and answering questions, including rules once on benefits. 

Speaker(s):  

Ari Halpern. I am an attorney who has exclusively represented SSA disability applicants for more than 18 

years at all stages of the SSA disability process from pre-application up through federal court appeals. 

Background in social work; holistic approach. 

Moving from Pediatric to Adult Healthcare 

Parents will learn what is needed to prepare themselves and their children for the move from pediatric to 

adult healthcare. Workshop introduces upcoming changes, how to start conversations with providers, 

navigate the complex healthcare system, and teach youth to become their own healthcare advocates. 

Suggested for parents of youth ages 12–22. 

Speaker(s):  

Alicia Riddle. 

Transition Goals in the IEP: A Roadmap to the Future 

Family-focused session for caregivers of transition-age students with IEPs. Explains transition planning 

under IDEA, when it begins, why it matters, and connection to outcomes. Helps families recognize strong 

goals aligned to student strengths/needs/preferences/interests and strengthen goals using SMART 

framework.  

Speaker(s):  

Molly Cermak. Molly oversees support line processes and provides direct support to families through FACT 

Oregon’s support line and training programs. Graduate of Oregon Partners in Policymaking; experienced 

family advocate; parent of children receiving special education and a young adult with Down syndrome. 
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It started with “Yes.” Try it, and you’ll see it’s possible. 

My passion for advocacy started with saying “Yes” and becoming a Hiring and Training Associate for PCL. I 

will share tools/resources used in my journey, the HATA role/value, Liberty Plans person-centered process, 

and SPARC chapter work in Southern Oregon.  

Speaker(s):  

Kandie Goldsberry. Kandie is a Hiring and Training Associate at Partnerships in Community Living (since 

2021). She participates in DSP interviews, teaches new hire orientation, recruits, and trains DSPs on person-

centered support. Founding Chairperson for Southern Oregon SPARC. 

Voices of Transition: Students Shaping Their Futures with Vocational Rehabilitation 

Support  

This presentation will give an overview of Pre Employment Transition Service and Vocational Rehabilitation 

presented by local VR staff and our school partners. It will include an interactive Pre-ETS activity, and a 

panel of students sharing their journey utilizing these services thru guided question. There will also be an 

opportunity for questions to both the students and staff. Attendees will walk away with a basic 

understanding of VR and Pre-Employment Transition Services, how to access them, who qualifies for these 

services and the ways they can support in a student’s journey towards defining and refining their ultimate 

career goal and achieving competitive integrated employment. 

Speaker(s):  

Desiree Berry. Desiree is a Youth Services Coordinator, Vocational Rehabilitation 

Tina DeSouza. Tina is a Youth Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor 

Brenda Parazoo. Pre-ETS Provider 

Adrianne Goodrich. Pre-ETS Provider 

Dianna Barrett. Pre-ETS Provider  

2:15 PM – 3:15 PM SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 

Español: El trabajo de un profesional del comportamiento  

Presentation for parents of individuals with I/DD, DSPs/PSWs, and those interested in professional behavior 

work. Authored by Aubrey Valadez; presented in English by Aubrey and in Spanish by Damaris. Covers 

purpose of TESPs, FBAs, PBSPs; how to determine if behavioral services may help and how to access them; 

components of PBSPs including Functional Alternative Behaviors; applying supports in DSP/PSW work. 

Includes PowerPoint and handouts. 

Speaker(s):  
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Damaris Elix. Damaris is a mother of three (one with CP; one with autism/ADHD/anxiety). Trained as an 

elementary teacher in Guatemala; technical degree in HR; Community Health Worker Certificate (2022); 

experienced in wraparound, IEPs/504, trauma-informed care, collaborative problem solving; certified 

Family Support Specialist; passionate about supporting Hispanic families. 

The Work of a Behavior Professional 

Presentation for parents of individuals with I/DD, DSPs/PSWs, and those interested in professional behavior 

work. Authored by Aubrey Valadez; presented in English by Aubrey and in Spanish by Damaris. Covers 

purpose of TESPs, FBAs, PBSPs; how to determine if behavioral services may help and how to access them; 

components of PBSPs including Functional Alternative Behaviors; applying supports in DSP/PSW work. 

Includes PowerPoint and handouts. 

Speaker(s):  

Aubrey Valadez. Aubrey is a Behavior Professional and Oregon Intervention System Instructor. Background 

in education (Early Childhood Development) with experience in public school system and Head Start. Drawn 

to working with individuals with I/DD; described as creative, compassionate, and engaging trainer; 

passionate advocate. 

How to Apply for SSI & SSDI 

Presentation on applying for SSI and SSDI benefits for adults with disabilities. Covers eligibility, application 

process, what to expect while waiting, and free resources offered by Northwest Access Fund. Intended 

outcome: knowledge of statewide free resource and how to connect with SSA disability benefits. 

Speaker(s):  

Timber White. Timber is an LMSW and Certified Benefits Planner in Oregon, works at Northwest Access 

Fund providing benefits planning and financial coaching since Sept 2023; certified since 2024; focused on 

access and empowerment toward independence. 

Practices That Build Belonging 

Belonging is intentionally built into programs, services, and culture. Presenters share strategies and 

everyday practices used to create a culture of belonging throughout their organization—from adaptive 

program design and inclusive services to support for district staff. Attendees leave with ideas and actionable 

practices. Includes PowerPoint, handouts, video clips, and guest appearance from participants with 

disabilities. 

Speaker(s): 

Kylie Johnson. Kylie is a recreation professional focused on inclusive environments; coached Special 

Olympics and taught specialized cycling before joining Bend Parks & Recreation in 2017.  



Breaking Barriers: Life Beyond Labels 2026 – Session Descriptions 

 

Breaking Barriers: Life Beyond Labels 2026 – Session Descriptions  11 of 13 

Navigating IDD Residential Options and Referrals – applicable for IDD Adults and 

Children 

Session covers what IDD residential placements are, settings from childhood to adulthood, visuals of 

licensed homes, reasons for referral, local placement options, screening process, do’s/don’ts, barriers to 

more options, and IDD/MH co-occurring residential homes.  

Speaker(s):  

Ashley Proctor. Ashley is the Deschutes County IDD Designated Referral Contact (Kids and Adults).  

Self-Advocacy Q&A with High Desert Self-Advocacy 

− Know what self-advocacy means: Learn what it means to speak up for yourself and why it matters 

− Learn how to share your needs: Learn simple ways to say what you need clearly and respectfully 

− Connect skills to real life: See how self-advocacy works in school, at the doctor, or at work 

Speaker(s):  

Felicity Woods. Felicity is a self-advocate in Central Oregon, serves on CODSN and The Arc Oregon boards, 

and shares lived experience and advocacy tools. 

Navigating Disability Discrimination in the Housing World 

PowerPoint presentation explaining Oregon Fair Housing Law, who is protected, what disability/family 

disability discrimination looks like, case scenarios/outcomes/best practices, how BOLI enforces the law, and 

how to file a claim. Objective: increase awareness and practical understanding. 

Speaker(s):  

Cristo Rico.  

Embracing and Empowering Cultural Connection Through the lens of a Chinese Adoptee 

with intersectional identities 

Session on how dance, language, and culture connect and why embracing that relationship matters. Safe 

space to explore expression in a world not always welcoming to disability/diverse identities. Visual 

presentation with videos, optional movement/dance activity, Q&A; tech staff support for slides. 

Speaker(s):  

Fengxian Yuan. I’m Fengxian Yuan, a transracial Chinese adoptee and self-advocate. I’m the Action and 

Outreach Coordinator with Self Advocates Taking Action, a Special Olympics Oregon athlete, has traveled to 

my birth country multiple times, and graduated from PSU with a Certificate of Career and Community 

Studies. 
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Access in Local Government: Advocacy Panel + Discussion 

Join committee members and staff from the City of Bend’s Accessibility Advisory Committee to discuss 

advocacy in local government and ways to get involved. Panelists share paths to advocacy and suggestions 

for meaningful engagement. Session concludes with a community listening session for questions, feedback, 

and discussion of barriers/opportunities. Outcome: attendees learn practical examples/reporting 

mechanisms/opportunities and feel empowered to participate in civic engagement. 

Speaker(s):  

Cassandra Kehoe. Cassandra Kehoe (she/her/ella) serves as the Accessibility and Equity Manager for the 

City of Bend, Oregon. She works to  identify and mitigate barriers to civic engagement to create a  more 

accessible government for community. Cassandra’s  background includes specialized legal focus in civil 

rights,  disability and gender discrimination. She has presented and  lectured on issues related to 

accessibility, disability law, gender  subordination, pay equity, and DEIA. 

Liz Woodfin. Liz (she/her) holds a bachelor’s degree and has spent  over 18 years walking alongside people 

of all ages through  advocacy, direct service, and disability rights work. Her career  has included foster care 

and adoption, mental health, and  supporting adults with intellectual and developmental  disabilities. She 

currently works as a Personal Agent at Full  Access High Desert and serves on the City of Bend Accessibility  

Advisory Committee, and the board of Unity4Inclusion where  she is known for her compassionate, 

collaborative style and deep belief in person-centered support. Outside of her  professional work, Liz enjoys 

traveling, thrifting, and making  meaningful memories with her family.   

John Heylin. John (he/him) is a community-minded leader, business  owner, and problem-solver dedicated 

to making Deschutes  County a place where everyone can thrive. With a background  that spans 

entrepreneurship, public service, and community  organizing, John brings both hands-on experience and 

strategic  insight to every challenge. He serves on two City of Bend  committees and is a Lead for Bend 

YIMBY. As a founder of  Represent Deschutes and the Central Oregon Tool Library, he  has helped expand 

civic engagement and increase access to  local resources. A former Peace Corps volunteer with an MBA 

in  sustainability from Presidio Graduate School, John combines  practical know-how with a deep 

commitment to sustainable,  community-driven solutions. Whether managing budgets,  supporting local 

housing initiatives, or helping residents  navigate local government, his approach is rooted in 

listening,  action, and collaboration.  

Amanda Hamer. Amanda (she/her) is a leader in the Central Oregon diversability community. Since 2004, 

Amanda has been working  with community partners to better serve and uplift individuals  experiencing 

diversabilities (disabilities) and their families.  Amanda strongly believes in what she calls 'the village 

concept'  based on the African proverb "...it takes a village to raise a  child...". In 2022 Amanda’s dream, 

Diversability Village, was  realized after many years of creative collaboration and  thoughtful processing. 

Diversability Village is a collection of  services centered around a resource website purposefully  developed 

to allow freedom of access to, and encourage  utilization of, local resources.   
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Lisa Larsen. Lisa (she/her) has served as an Administrator  Support Specialist within the City of Bend’s 

Accessibility and  Equity program since 2017. Lisa’s disabilities and diverse lived experiences have helped 

her advocate for accessibility in all  spaces within the City. Lisa is a subject matter expert of  accessible 

documents and regularly offers 1-to-1 training for  colleagues on best practices in documents to ensure 

accessible  communication with the public. Lisa works to support both the  City of Bend Accessibility 

Advisory Committee and the Human  Rights and Equity Commission. Prior to joining the City of Bend,  Lisa 

worked as a Group Home Manager in McMinnville, Oregon.  

Andrew Caruana. Andrew (he/him) was diagnosed with  quadriplegic cerebral palsy at a young age and has 

spent his life  navigating barriers to access — remaining undeterred along the  way. He graduated from 

Willamette with a Bachelor of Arts with  concentrations in Philosophy and Disability Studies, where he  also 

presided over the Disability Advocacy Club, founded the  Willamette chapter of Delta Alpha Phi, a disability 

honor society,  and advocated successfully for physical access initiatives on  Willamette's historic campus. 

Currently, he is seeking a master’s in counseling from Oregon State University Cascades while  concurrently 

serving as a Commissioner on the Oregon  Disabilities Commission, a member of the City of 

Bend  Accessibility Advisory Committee, and as the Legislative  Advocacy Coordinator for the Disability 

Health and Employment  Equity Coalition. 


